UNIT TWO: Isaac and Jacob
Lesson 8: Esau, Jacob, and More, June 17th, 2024
Reading: Genesis, Chapters 33-34

Introduction
     This week’s lesson has a slightly different format. It is an interregnum before we begin an exploration of another major section of the Book of Genesis. This lesson will briefly highlight the events of Chapters 33 and 34. It will not cover all of the details, but the main points of these chapters.

Genesis, Chapter 33
    In this chapter, Jacob and Esau finally met in a very moving reunion. Instead of Jacob putting his servants, wives, and children before him in a processional towards Esau as he had done before, he himself was in the front as they approached each other.
     Esau came out to meet Jacob with 400 men.Jacob did not know what Esau would do when he finally encountered him; but Esau came to him in a spirit of peace and love. When he saw Jacob, the Bible says that “ He ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him; and they wept” (V.4).
     Jacob and Esau reconciled, and had a very deferential posture towards each other in their short visit. After this, Esau went back to Seir; and Jacob went to Succoth, built an altar, built a house and stalls for his cattle. After that, Jacob went to Shalem in Shechem.


Genesis , Chapter 34
     In Chapter 33, we saw a wonderful reconciliation between two brothers who had been bitter rivals. However, the story that unfolds in Chapter 34 is dark, and does not have a happy ending.
     Jacob’s only daughter, Dinah, went to visit her friends. When the prince of the country, Shechem, saw her, he took her , and raped her. Afterwards, he wanted to marry her, and asked his father, Hamor, to get her for him as a wife. Jacob found out about the assault; and when his sons learned of it, they were angry. 
     Hamor went to ask Jacob to give Dinah to Shechem as a wife. He further proposed that the two households make other marriages between them, and form a trading partnership. Shechem himself also asked Jacob and his sons for Dinah’s hand in marriage. He said that he would give them anything that they wanted for her.
     The Bible says that Jacob’s sons answered Hamor “deceitfully” ( V.13). They said that it would be a reproach for them to give Dinah to someone who is uncircumcised . They told Hamor and Shechem that they would enter into the pact that they proposed if all of their males would be circumcised. Hamor and Shechem agreed to do so. They presented the proposal to the men of their land; and they all agreed to it.
     Three days after the circumcision of the men of the land, while they were still sore and healing, two of Jacob’s sons, Simeon and Levi, went to the city and massacred all of the men of that land , including Hamor and Shechem, and took Dinah out of their house (V.26). They also took the wives and children of the city captive, and took the spoils.
     When Jacob learned of what Simeon and Levi had done, he was angry. He said that they had brought a reproach upon him among the Canaanites, the Perizzites, and  had put his life in danger. However, their response to their father was “ Should he [ Shechem] deal with our sister as with a harlot” ( V.31) ?
Answers to Lesson 7’s Questions

Q1 What did Jacob do to make amends with Esau before their meeting?

Answer: Jacob sent gifts to Esau through his servants before their encounter.

Q2 Why did Jacob call the name of the place where he wrestled with the Angel of the Lord “ Penuel”?

Answer: Jacob named that place “Penuel” because he realized that the individual that he contended with was a representative-representation of God; and he said that he had “seen God face to face”.

Q3 What new name did God give to Jacob at Penuel?

Answer: God told Jacob that his new name would be “Israel”, which means “God prevails”.
***
No Questions This Lesson



