UNIT ONE: The Life of Abraham
Lesson 6: God Fulfills His Promise to Abraham, February 19th, 2024
Lesson Objective(s):that the disciple come to the understanding that the Lord is faithful to His Word; and that He is gracious and merciful to those who are contrite or who show humility
Reading: Genesis 20:1-18; 21:1-34

God Fulfills His Promise to Abraham
     In chapter 20 of Genesis, Abraham and Sarah once again employed a ruse that they had used before, and had agreed to do when they travelled:They told King Abimelech that Sarah was his sister, and not his wife, for fear that the king or others would kill him, and take Sarah ; because she was beautiful. Sarah was his half-sister, indeed. They had the same father, but different mothers. [ After the Law of Moses was established, Abraham’s and Sarah’s marriage would have been considered incestuous, and therefore forbidden; but before that time, God did not hold people accountable for such actions].
     Abimelech took Sarah from Abraham to be his wife/a wife; but he did not go near her sexually. God warned him that if were to do so, he would be “ a dead man”( v.3). The Lord told Abimelech in a dream that she was a married woman. Abimelech’s household was stricken with barrenness or infertility ( as was also the case with Pharaoh’s household in Genesis chapter 12, when Abraham and Sarah used the same ruse in Egypt). God told Abimelech that Abraham was a prophet. Abraham prayed that the plague of infertility be removed from Abimelech’s household and it was. Abimelech gave many gifts to Abraham as restitution. He told Abraham that all of the land of Philistia was before him, and to pick out where he wanted to stay; and it would be his; so Abraham sojourned there .

     Chapter 21 of Genesis opens with the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham and Sarah. Sarah gave birth to Isaac. In verse 5, we learn that Abraham was 100 years old when he was born ( and Sarah was 90). After Isaac’s birth, tensions arose again within their household. It is not clear as to how; but the Scriptures tell us that Ishmael “mocked” someone or situation. For that reason, or at least in part, Sarah said to Abraham to send Hagar and Ishmael away. Sarah said “ … The son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even Isaac” ( v.10).
     Abraham did not want to send them away because of the love that had he had for Ishmael, his other son. However, God said to Abraham to not let sending Hagar and Ishmael away to be “grievous” to him, and to do all that Sarah said to him; because “…In Isaac shall thy seed be called” (vv11-12). [ See Galatians Chapter 4, in which Paul expounds on how the tensions between Sarah-Isaac and Hagar-Ishmael were allegorical or representative of the conflicts between the concepts and covenants of Law and Grace. We will revisit this subject later for a more in-depth look at this issue].
     The Lord reiterated His promise to Abraham that Ishmael and his descendants would also be a great people.[ He promised Abraham that Ishmael would have 12 princes. God kept that promise too. He was the forefather of other Middle Eastern nations outside of Israel]. Abraham obeyed God, and sent Hagar and Ishmael away.
     The Scriptures tell us that Hagar wandered in the wilderness. After she and Ishmael had consumed all of the water that Abraham had given them, she put Ishmael under a tree. She herself went a little distance away from him. She said within herself that she did not want to see her child die; and she cried. What happened next was very touching.
     The Bible says that “ God heard the voice of the lad” in verse 17; and that “ The Angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven”. He asked her what was wrong. He told her not to fear; because God had heard Ishmael where he was. [ What a lesson all by itself]! He told her to get up, lift up Ishmael; and hold him in her hands, “ …for I will make him a great nation”, reiterating the same promise to Hagar, as He did to Abraham ( 21:18).
     In verse 19, the Bible says that God opened Hagar’s eyes, so that she saw a well , and gave Ishmael a drink of water. We also learn that after this, he became an archer. Furthermore, we learn that Hagar found a wife for Ishmael in Egypt. 
     As for the rest of Chapter 21, the Scriptures tell us that Abraham made a covenant with King Abimelech. There had been a contention between the servants of Abraham and the servants of Abimelech because Abimelech seized control of a well at Beersheba without the knowledge of Abimelech, himself.[All of this was separate and apart from the circumstances earlier in ch 20, involving Sarah]. Abraham and Abimelech covenanted with each other there, and agreed to treat each other righteously in their generation, and down through their grandchildren’s generation(s). Abraham worshipped God in that place, and sojourned in the land of Philistia for a while.
     What are we to take away from this lesson? God proved Himself to be faithful to His Word in giving Abraham and Sarah Isaac as He had promised them many years before-25 years, to be exact.The Lord also showed his goodness and mercy towards  Hagar and Ishmael even after Ishmael mocked Sarah and/or Isaac. He provided for them in the wilderness when He heard their cries, heard meaning that He was not just aware of their suffering, lack , and fear, but did something to help them out of compassion. Furthermore, He blessed Ishmael even though He was not actually entitled to it; because he was outside of the covenant, and the rights or privileges attached to it. This too demonstrated God’s graciousness or goodness. 



Answers to Questions for Lesson 5
Question 1 What did the Lord tell Abraham about having a child?

Answer: God promised Abraham that he would have a son by restoring the youthful, natural functions of Sarah’s body in her old age.

Question 2:What was Sarah’s response?

Answer:Sarah laughed at the notion of having Abraham’s and her own sexual vitality rejuvenated , and conceiving a child at their ages.

Question 3: What question did God ask Abraham in response to Sarah’s attitude?

Answer: God asked Abraham “ Is anything too hard for God”? [ Of course not]. 

The answer to Question 3 of Lesson 4 was accidentally left out of the answers last week. Here is the answer:

Lesson 4, Question 3: Why did God tell Abraham to give his son the name “Isaac” upon his birth?

Answer: Abraham laughed { as Sarah also did later) at the idea of Sarah conceiving a child because of their advanced ages. The name “Isaac” means “ He laughs” or “Laughter” ( in a mocking, demeaning way); so in all likelihood, as a reminder of his laughter upon hearing the Lord say that he and Sarah would have a child,he would be reminded not to doubt God’s promises or Word every time that he said or called his son’s name.

Questions for Lesson 6:

1 What lesson(s) can we learn about the Lord’s ways in observing the accounts of Abraham and Abimelech ( Gen.20:1-18) and in observing the account of Hagar and Ishmael in the wilderness?

2 Why did Sarah want Abraham to send Hagar and Ishmael away?

3 Was Sarah right or wrong in demanding that Abraham send them away? Why?  





